Office of Child Support Enforcement, ACF, HHS

§310.30 Where does the Tribe or Trib-
al organization submit the applica-
tion?

Applications must be submitted to
the central office of the Office of Child
Support Enforcement, Attention: Trib-
al Child Support Enforcement Pro-
gram, 370 L’Enfant Promenade, SW,
Washington, DC 20447, with a copy to
the appropriate regional office.

§310.35 What are the procedures for
approval or disapproval of Tribal
CSE program applications and plan
amendment(s)?

(a) The Secretary of the Department
of Health and Human Services or des-
ignee will determine whether the Trib-
al CSE program application or Tribal
CSE plan amendment submitted for ap-
proval conforms to the requirements of
approval under the Act and these regu-
lations not later than the 90th day fol-
lowing the date on which the Tribal
CSE application or Tribal CSE plan
amendment is received by the Sec-
retary or designee, unless additional
information is needed from the Tribe
or Tribal organization. The Secretary
or designee will notify the Tribe or
Tribal organization if additional time
or information is required to determine
whether the application or plan amend-
ment may be approved.

(b) The Secretary or designee will ap-
prove the application or determine
that the application will be dis-
approved within 45 days of receipt of
any additional information requested
from the Tribe or Tribal organization.

§310.40 What is the basis for dis-
approval of a Tribal CSE program
application or plan amendment(s)?

(a) An application or plan amend-
ment will be disapproved if:

(1) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the application or plan
amendment fails to meet one or more
of the requirements set forth in this
part;

(2) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the laws, code, regulations,
and procedures described in the appli-
cation or plan amendment will not
achieve the outcomes consistent with
the objectives of title IV—D including:
ensuring access to services; paternity
establishment; support order establish-
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ment; basing child support orders on
the noncustodial parent’s ability to
pay; collecting support; making timely
and accurate payments to families;
protecting due process rights; and pro-
tecting security of data;

(3) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the application or plan
amendment is not complete (after the
Tribe or Tribal organization has had
the opportunity to submit the nec-
essary information); or

(4) The Secretary or designee deter-
mines that the requested funding is not
reasonable and necessary (after the
Tribe or Tribal organization has had
the opportunity to make appropriate
adjustments).

(b) A written Notice of Disapproval of
the Tribal CSE program application or
plan amendment will be sent to the
Tribe or Tribal organization upon the
determination that any of the condi-
tions of §310.40(a) apply. The Notice of
Disapproval will include the specific
reason(s) for disapproval.

§310.45 How may a Tribe or Tribal or-
ganization request a reconsider-
ation of a disapproval action?

(@) A Tribe or Tribal organization
may request reconsideration of dis-
approval of a Tribal CSE application or
amendment by filing a written Request
for Reconsideration to the Secretary or
designee within 60 days of the date of
the Notice of Disapproval.

(b) The Request for Reconsideration
must include:

(1) All documentation that the Tribe
or Tribal organization believes is rel-
evant and supportive of its application
or plan amendment; and

(2) A written response to each ground
for disapproval identified in the Notice
of Disapproval, indicating why the
Tribe or Tribal organization believes
its application or plan amendment con-
forms to the requirements for approval
specified at 8§310.65 and subpart C of
this part.

(c) After receiving a Request for Re-
consideration, the Secretary or des-
ignee will hold a conference call or, at
the Department’s discretion, a meeting
with the Tribe or Tribal organization
as part of the reconsideration, to dis-
cuss the reasons for the Department’s
disapproval of the application or plan
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amendment, and the Tribe or Tribal or-
ganization’s response. Within 30 days
after receipt of a Request for Reconsid-
eration, the Secretary or designee will
notify the Tribe or Tribal organization
of the date and time the conference
call or meeting will be held.

(d) A conference call or meeting
under §310.45(c) shall be held not less
than 30 days nor more than 60 days
after the date the notice of such call or
meeting is furnished to the Tribe or
Tribal organization, unless the Tribe or
Tribal organization agrees in writing
to another time.

(e) The Secretary or designee will
make a written determination affirm-
ing, modifying, or reversing dis-
approval of a Tribal CSE program ap-
plication or plan amendment within 60
days after the conference call or meet-
ing is held. This determination upon
reconsideration shall be the final deci-
sion of the Secretary.

(f) The Secretary or designee’s initial
determination that a Tribal CSE appli-
cation or plan amendment is not ap-
provable remains in effect pending the
reconsideration under this part.

§310.50 What are the consequences of
disapproval of a Tribal CSE pro-
gram application or plan amend-
ment?

(a) If an application submitted pursu-
ant to §310.25 is disapproved, the Tribe
or Tribal organization can receive no
funding under section 455(f) of the Act
or this part until a new application is
submitted and approved.

(b) If a plan amendment is dis-
approved, there is no funding for the
activity proposed in the plan amend-
ment.

(c) A Tribe or Tribal organization
whose application or plan amendment
has been disapproved may reapply at
any time, once it has remedied the cir-
cumstances that led to disapproval of
the application or amendment.

Subpart C—Tribal CSE Plan
Requirements

§310.55 What does this subpart cover?

This subpart defines the Tribal CSE
plan provisions which are required and
which demonstrate that a Tribe or
Tribal organization has the capacity to
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operate a child support enforcement
program meeting the objectives of title
IV-D of the Act, including establish-
ment of paternity, establishment,
modification, and enforcement of sup-
port orders, and location of noncusto-
dial parents.

§310.60 Who is ultimately responsible
for administration of the Tribal
CSE program under the Tribal CSE
plan?

(a) Under the Tribal CSE plan, the
Tribe or Tribal organization shall es-
tablish or designate an agency to ad-
minister the Tribal CSE plan. That
agency shall be referred to as the Trib-
al CSE agency.

(b) The Tribe or Tribal organization
is responsible and accountable for the
operation of the Tribal CSE program.
Except where otherwise provided in
this part, the Tribal CSE agency need
not perform all the functions of the
Tribal CSE program, so long as the
Tribe or Tribal organization ensures
that all approved functions are carried
out properly, efficiently, and effec-
tively.

(c) If the Tribe or Tribal organization
delegates any of the functions of the
Tribal CSE program to another Tribe,
a State, and/or another agency pursu-
ant to a cooperative arrangement, con-
tract, or Tribal resolution, the Tribe or
Tribal organization is responsible for
securing compliance with the require-
ments of the Tribal CSE plan by such
Tribe, State, or agency. The Tribe or
Tribal organization is responsible for
submitting copies and appending to the
Tribal CSE plan any agreements, con-
tracts, or Tribal resolutions between
the Tribal CSE agency and a Tribe,
State, or other agency.

§310.65 What must a Tribe or Tribal
organization include in a Tribal
CSE plan in order to demonstrate
capacity to operate a Tribal CSE
program?

(@) A Tribe or Tribal organization
demonstrates capacity to operate a
Tribal CSE program meeting the objec-
tives of title IV-D of the Act by sub-
mission of a Tribal CSE plan which
meets the requirements listed in para-
graphs (a)(1) through (14) of this sec-
tion:
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